Watering Instructions

New seed, sod and hydroseed - the first 30 days

New grass lives or dies by how it is watered in the first month. Get this right and everything after it is
easy. Get it wrong and no amount of fertilizer or patience will bring it back. Here is the schedule we hand
every customer.

NEW SEED - LITTLE AND OFTEN

Seed needs the top half-inch to one inch of soil to stay consistently moist until it germinates. Never
soaked, never dried out.
Water lightly three to five times a day.
Keep sessions short. You are wetting the seedbed, not the subsoil.
Germination takes 7 to 21 days, and different varieties in a blend come up at different times.
Do not ease off the moment you see green. Some of the blend is still coming.

Once seedlings are established and a couple of inches tall, switch to watering less often but more
deeply. That is what trains roots downward.

NEW SOD - SOAK IT IN, THEN WEAN IT OFF

Water within 30 minutes of the sod being laid.

First week: keep the soil beneath the sod moist. Roughly an inch of water a day, split across several
sessions.

Lift a corner and check. The ground underneath should be wet, not just the grass on top.
Weeks two and three: fewer, deeper waterings as the roots knit in.

The tug test tells you when it has rooted. Give the sod a gentle pull. When it resists instead of lifting, it is
establishing on its own.

HYDROSEED - PROTECT THE SLURRY LAYER

The blue mulch layer is not just colour. It holds moisture around the seed and protects it, which is what
makes hydroseeding so effective on large areas and slopes.

Keep the blue mulch layer consistently moist.

Light and frequent. Three to five short waterings a day.

Avoid heavy soaking, which washes the slurry off.

Germination takes 7 to 21 days. Keep it up for the full window, not just the first week.

Do not let the layer dry out and crust over.



THE FIRST MOW

Hold off until new seed reaches 3 to 3.5 inches, or until sod is rooted enough that it will not shift under
the mower. Use a sharp blade, mow high, and never remove more than a third of the height at once.

THE MISTAKES WE SEE MOST
Watering deeply once a day instead of lightly several times. The surface dries out and germination
stalls.
Letting things dry out through the heat of the afternoon.
Stopping too early because the first grass came up.

Continuing to overwater out of habit once the new grass has taken.

Questions? We would rather explain than have you guess.
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